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“Let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:16)
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Let your light shi"®

A reflection on JUSTICE by Wendy Maddocks, Foundation Governor, Kingsland Church

It’s not fair! It’s not fair that | have to go to bed first just because | am the youngest. It’s not fair that
my friend finds reading really easy but it takes me half an hour to read a page. It’s not fair that she
always gets picked for the football team but when | kick a ball my football boot comes off and goes
further than the ball ever does! It’s not fair!

We all feel injustices in our everyday life and sometimes they are just because we are impatient to
grow up or we want to be good at everything.

| want to remind you about a girl called Malala. She was born in Pakistan and when she was 11 years
old, new rulers took over in her region of Pakistan and decided that girls could no longer go to school.
She spoke out, doing a blog to tell everyone how unfair it was. In 2012, when she was just 15, a
masked gunman got on her bus and shot her. These are Malala’s words:

‘I woke up 10 days later in a hospital in Birmingham, England. The doctors and nurses told me about
the attack — and that people around the world were praying for my recovery.’

We sometimes feel as children that nobody listens to us and we can’t do anything to change things.
But Malala spoke out about injustice. Even though she was just a child, people all over the world
listened to her. In fact, BECAUSE she was ‘just a child’ it made her message even more powerful.

We read a story in Mark’s gospel in the Bible of people bringing children to Jesus:

‘... the disciples scolded the people. When Jesus noticed this, he was angry and said, ‘Let the children
come to me and do not stop them’.

God hates injustice, as these verses in Psalm 82 remind us:

‘You must stop judging unjustly. Defend the rights of the poor and the orphans, be fair to the needy
and the helpless’.

Brave people all over the world stand up for JUSTICE. Men and women, black and white, rich and
poor, old people and children. Never think that your voice will not be listened to because you are not
the right type of person. From local things, like someone being bullied in the playground, to global
things like animal cruelty, we all have a voice and need to speak up if we see things that are unfair.
Malala’s actions changed the law in Pakistan. How will you be a change-maker today?




